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Afognak Forest Carbon Project, Alaska

The Afognak Forest Carbon Project is an improved forest management

project that has protected five parcels of forestland on Afognak Island

in Alaska. Afognak is a part of the Kodiak Archipelago and is the

second-largest island off Alaska's southern coast. Surrounded by

sub-arctic waters populated with Orcas, Humpbacks and Gray Whales,

Afognak Island is a sanctuary of remote Alaskan wilderness. The island

is heavily trafficked by diverse marine life and is a popular destination

for local fishing. The project area on Afognak Island is made of native

old-growth Sitka Spruce forests, lakes, streams and wetlands, and is

home to wildlife such as the Kodiak brown bear, Roosevelt elk, Sitka

black-tailed deer, foxes, and beavers.

Carbon offset funds have enabled the protection of 3,326 ha of

forestland on Afognak Island that would have previously been logged

and generates approximately 40,451 tonnes of carbon credits per year

for its 30 year project life.

HOW IT WORKS

The project site is made up of five adjacent parcels of land on the

North Coast of Afognak Island. The parcels were previously designated

for timber production with commercial logging plans pending. The

promise of funds from carbon offsets enabled the purchase of the land

for conservation.

Between 2005 and 2009, the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF)

and American Land Conservancy (ALC) negotiated with the site’s
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previous corporate landowners to purchase the parcels and convert

them to an emissions reduction project. Through this transaction, the

RMEF and ALC obtained legal title to the land as well as a

permanent federal conservation easement for the project site –

meaning it would be conserved forever under United States law. The

land rights were then transferred to the State of Alaska to enforce its

protection. The State of Alaska now manages and monitors the project

site for the purpose of wilderness and ecosystem protection and

enhancement activities.

CARBON OFFSETS MADE IT HAPPEN

Without offset funds the project site would have been clear-cut for

timber-harvesting by its previous owners. Carbon offset funds have

allowed this forestland on Afognak Island to continue to sequester

carbon indefinitely.

OTHER BENEFITS OF THE INSTALLATION

The Afognak project area is made of coastal temperate rainforest made

up almost entirely of Sitka Spruce forest cover. It is estimated that the

forest has remained largely undisturbed for 200-250 years and the

areas that have been previously cut are in various stages of natural

regeneration. The Afognak Forest Carbon project is especially unique in

that the benefits of the project site’s conservation have been secured

beyond the project’s 30 year life and the land will remain undisturbed

forever. Local communities from the area have retained full access to

the project site for traditional sustenance use and recreation. The

Afognak Forest Carbon Project will generate a total of approximately

1.21 million tCO

2

e emissions reductions over its 30 year project life.

 

Project At A Glance

Project Location: Afognak Island, Alaska, USA

Project Type: IFM

Standard: VCS

Credits generated over project

lifetime:

~1,210,000 tCO

2

e

Equivalent # of cars removed from

the road for a year:

~256,900 (Based on EPA GHG

Equivalency Calculator)
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Validator: Rainforest Alliance

Project Start: 2006

Technical Longevity: 30 years
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